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1 Interaction of Effects

1.1 Introduction

This chapter outlines the interactions between the impacts of the Proposed Project
identified in this EIAR. The EPA Guidelines 2022 state the following with regards to
‘Interactions Between Effects on Different Factors’.

Aspects of the existing environment likely to be affected by the Proposed Project,
during both the construction and operational phases, have been considered in detail in
the relevant chapters of this EIAR.

“The interactions between effects on different environmental factors should be
addressed as relevant throughout the EIAR. For example, where it is established in the
Hydrology section that there will be an increase in suspended solids in discharged
surface waters during construction, then the Biodiversity section should assess the
effect of that on sensitive aquatic receptors. Close coordination and management within
the EIA team is needed to ensure that interactions are adequately addressed
throughout an EIAR.”

The matrix presented in Table 18.1 has been developed to identify interactions and
indirect impacts between environmental topics. Each environmental topic is listed in
the first column and the first row of the matrix. In the matrix, a grey or a white square
indicates no interaction, while a purple square indicates that a key interaction exists
between environmental topics for either or all phases (construction, operation and
decommissioning phases). The nature of the environment is such that interactions
between all environmental topics are potentially possible and / or may occur to a
certain extent for most projects. The purpose of the matrix is therefore to highlight key
interactions that are recognised to be specific to this Proposed Project and warranting
special consideration.

Key environmental interactions that have been identified in turquoise squares are
discussed further in Table 18.2. Each interaction is described in the order of chapters
as presented in the EIAR. Cross-references to respective chapters are included for
further information.
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